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Who are we? 
 

Crowdfunding & microcredit: a new type of participative philanthropy 
Created in 2008 by Arnaud Poissonnier, Babyloan is the 1st crowdfunding platform dedicated to 
philanthropic lending, inspired by microcredit. For 7 years, the platform  has been allowing general public 
to lend money to microentrepreneurs (loans from 60 to €10,000) in France and all over the world, by 
helping them developing an income-generating activity in trade, arts and crafts or agriculture. On Babyloan, 
you can lend from €10, which is affordable for everyone, and then the lender gets fully repaid by the 
recipient (but does not receive interest). This is the strength of philanthropic lending: a transparent and 
allocated philanthropy that makes it possible to support economic empowerment while favoring 
entrepreneurship in France and in developing countries.  
 
Babyloan is the most important French philanthropic lending platform and one of the leading 
crowdfunding platforms to reach €13M lent… 
 

With a 99.92 % repayment rate  since 2008! 





In France 
 

  20,000 projects funded in 2014. 
  4,500 by Babyloan which represents 22% of total 2014. 
  64,500 since 2008 among which 22,000 by Babyloan … 

 
That is to say 40% of total funded projects thanks to 
microcredit in France ! 
 

 Babyloan is n°1 In France regarding the total amount lent, 
even though the internet user does not receive interests since 
it is philanthropic loan.  

In the world 



“Microcredit is merely a tool that helps unlock human 
dreams and helps even the poorest and the most 

unfortunate people on this planet achieve dignity, respect 
and meaning in their lives.” 

 
Muhammad Yunus, Nobel peace prize in 2006 and founder 
of the Grameen Bank. 
 

Professor Yunus supports Babyloan since its creation. 
 

Babyloan accompanies this vision of philanthropy and 
microcredit development thanks to crowdfunding. 

Microcredit: key numbers  

2 billion of people are 
excluded from banking 

system 

97%  
Microcredit repayment 

rate 

73%  
Of microcredit 

recipients are women*  

* 83% on Babyloan 



The first crowdfunding platform dedicated to philanthropy 
 
Since the start, Babyloan has been able to gather a community of internet users ready to commit themselves 
and to support an innovative philanthropy. We have been able to build a powerful fundraising tool.  
Crowdfunding is a mechanism used to raise funds – generally small amounts – from the general public, with a 
view to financing a project, be it creative, ecological, philanthropic or even entrepreneurial.  
The crowdfunding has experienced a significant growth these last years as people are more and more eager to 
make a difference to the economy. To such an extent that the French public authorities draw up a legal 
framework for this activity.  
 
Did you know? In 2014, almost one million French people had already made a contribution on a 
crowdfunding platform!  
 
So where does Babyloan fit in?  
 
In the overall landscape of crowdfunding, Babyloan stands out due to the profile of its beneficiaries – small 
entrepreneurs excluded from banking system – and due to its commitment in the fight against poverty, by 
acting both in France and in developing countries.  
Our competence lies in our ability to appeal to the public’s generosity, but also in the selection of the projects 
published on our platform. Our field partners, who grant the loans in our countries of operation, must 
constantly find the subtle balance between financial stability – to guarantee that you are repaid! – and social 
impact. 
 

This self-styled philanthropic crowdfunding is a crucial part of the Babyloan identity more than 40,000 
members decided to join our community of members who have lent €13,5 millions since 2008! 



The only French platform to fund projects in 15 countries! 



Varied members: private individuals, students and companies   

men women 



Feedbacks from lenders on Babyloan: 
Emmanuelle: “A virtuous circle, an endless cycle, I lend, I get my money back, I lend again… ” 
Jean-François: “An idea of perpetual  and endless movement, a snowball that grows.” 
Claude: “This is the cycle of money : after I lent money, I get repaid and then I lend again but with only 
one recipient, the person who borrowed money and improved his/her life.” 
Nicolas: “The money works and makes it possible to create new activities!” 
Sandrine: “Unwind the ball of poverty.” 

Committed members on Babyloan 

Group lenders created around 
native regions or common 
interests.  



10 

Partnerships with big companies and leading institutional stakeholders 



An annual fundraising collect in November 
The  



New and innovative sharing tools within crowdfunding sector 

MEMBERSHIP 

THE BABYLOAN GIFT CARD 

I SHARE 

a dedicated link 
TWO OF MY FRIENDS 

make their first loan 
I GET A € 10 

Gift Card 
I GIVE IT TO A FRIEND 

or use it myself  



A social player in the sector of microfinance 
 
Since its creation Babyloan’s priority has been to defend a social and inclusive 
form of microfinance, focused on a support to local populations..  
 

That is why we carefully select our local partners – the microfinance 
institutions (MFI) – according to their social impact. These are long-
term partnerships destined to help the MFIs with their social mission: 
finding sustainable and responsible ways to answer to the need for 
funding and guidance of the microentrepreneurs who do not have 
access to the traditional banking system. 
 
We give priority to institutions with strong social impact 
 

Our goal is to reach microfinance institutions (MFI) with a strong social 
action in countries and areas of the word that bigger investors are 
usually reluctant to work in, or that cannot easily gain access to funding. 
 

Our local partner selection process is very strict. It gives priority to small 
and middle-sized local structures that maintain a close relationship with 
their clients. With the help of our Selection Committee, we pay close 
attention to the social impact of the institutions: 
Our Partner Microfinance Institutions are selected according to their 
social and financial performances.  

Economic and societal objectives 



A renowned and famous social business 

What is a social business? 
 
The concept of social business was created by 2006 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Professor Muhammad Yunus. 
It refers to a “non-dividend business which aim is to 
solve a social problem.”   
Profits are fully reinvested to support the activity of the 
business. However, the investors can, in time, withdraw 
their participation.  
Babyoan's founders chose to create a social business as 
they wanted to develop a financially self-sustainable 
structure which will not depend on benefactors. 

Depuis 2009 Since 2011 

Ils sont nos partenaires & actionnaires de référence : 

Founder and manager Since 2009 



Your contacts 

Arnaud Poissonnier  
 

President 
President-founder of Babyloan, 
Manager of the NGO ACTED, 
Co-founder of the association Financement Participatif France. 
arnaud@babyloan.org  

 

 

Quentin Bévan 
 

Press relations manager, 
Manager of Financement Participatif France 

+ 33 1 71 16 21 35  
+ 33 6 83 48 76 93 
quentin@babyloan.org 
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